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Every Tuesday  
9.30am Holy Communion BCP Sacombe 
 
Every Wednesday  
9.15am Holy Communion CW Standon 
  
Sunday 4th August 
10.45am United Worship CW  Little Munden 
4.45pm St Mary’s at the School Picnic  The Vicarage 
 
Sunday 11th August 
10.45am United Holy Communion CW Standon 
 
Sunday 18th August 
10.45am United Holy Communion CW Little Munden 
 
Sunday 25th August 
10.45am  United Family Worship CW  Standon 
6.00pm             Choral Evensong BCP Standon 

 
Prayers will resume in the Upper Room at Little Munden on Thursdays at 9.15am, from 5th 
September, except in the week of the Village Lunch. 
 
Rector: Revd John Chitham, The Vicarage, Standon    01920 
739483 
 
Churchwardens: 
Little Munden Jeremy White 438575 Colin Jenkinson       438379 
Sacombe   Peter Hudson 438379 Derek Wheeler  438875 
 
Website:  www.ubsms.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3 Twitter:   @unitedbenefice3 

 
Readings for August: 
4th August 7th Sunday after Trinity Deuteronomy 10: 12-22,   Acts 5: 1-11 
11th August 8th Sunday after Trinity Acts 6: 1-7,   John 17: 14-21 
18th August 9th Sunday after Trinity Acts 6: 8-15,  7: 1,  7:48-8: 1,   Luke 23: 32-34b 
25th August:  10th Sunday after Trinity Acts 8: 26-end (dramatised reading) 
 (evening) Isaiah 30: 8-21,  2 Corinthians 9  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3


Letter from the Rector 
Dear Friends, 
 

Last week I was watching the combine harvester out 
near Sacombe, rapidly bringing in the harvest. The 
clouds were gathering and there was a forecast of 
heavy thunderstorms. In the event the rain moved 
away and hit Yorkshire with a deluge of flooding. 
Just a day or two before,  we had had the hottest 
day ever in the UK, near enough to 39 degrees, in 
Cambridge (which is so close to us as to be our 
temperature too). 
 

What is happening? The debate is surely closed on 
the scientific level: there is global warming that has 
as its primary cause human activity. The trend is set 
to increase, leading to higher overall temperatures in 
summer and winter and higher rainfall in summer. 
And whilst this may be good for holidays at the 
beach and air-conditioning salesmen, it is bad for 
nearly everything else. The River Rib has a declining 
flow, there is a change in our flora and fauna, 
climate change means new farming investment, 
there are serious health implications, and so on. 
 

Whilst the scientific case is closed, the moral 
consequence isn’t. We like to blame someone so that 
they can take responsibility, but in reality it is the 
responsibility of all humanity. And lest we think we 
can do nothing because it will be a pinprick 
compared to China and the USA, consider the case 
of the River Rib. As the new Friends of the Rib and 
Quin have pointed out, our low flow is also due to 
high water consumption, new housing and lack of 
water storage. 
 

What does God have to say about all this? In Psalm 
67 verses 5-6 it says, “Let the peoples praise you, O 
God, let all the peoples praise you. Then shall the 
earth bring forth her increase, and God, our own 
God, will bless us.” Praise of God may seem a long 
way from conservation. But in fact it isn’t; praise of 
God means knowing him as the Creator (no doubt 
working through evolution) who loves his creation. 
Acknowledging him means acknowledging our need 
to care for his creation and to work within his rules 
for us. Psalm 8 says, “When I consider your 
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 
stars which you have set in place, what is man that 
you are mindful of him?” But he is mindful, and the 
Psalm continues, “You made him (man) ruler over 
the works of your hands”. Our role is to rule his 
creation in his way; knowing him helps us to do this, 
and so “the earth shall bring forth her increase”. 

John Chitham 
 

LOCAL CONSTABULARY   
The local PC is PC 1853 Paul Chapman  and the local PCSO 
is 6672 Karen Broad and PCSO 6633 Neil Major   
Contact: 01992 533329 

COUNTRY MATTERS   (11th July)) 
The warm dry weather has allowed us to make 
good progress with silage and hay, not the 
highest of yields, but good quality so far. Little 
or no rain has seen a slowdown in the growth of 
grazing, but then you can’t have it both ways. 
The next bunch of lambs that we sell will mean 
half of them gone, but the price for the last lot 
we sold was down by £10 per head. I hope the 
price to the consumers went down as a result, 
but I doubt it. 
A few weeks ago we had a sow farrow, but she 
took a long while, as a result several piglets 
were born dead, but as she produced 18, an 
enormous litter, we were quite happy with the 
10 live ones; they are all thriving, and plenty for 
the sow to feed. 
 

 
 

Today (July 11th) when Martin baled 10 acres of 
silage, as he cleared ground Kites kept 
appearing, until there were seventeen in total.  
It’s quite remarkable when you consider that not 
many years ago they could easily have become 
extinct in the British Isles. 
I think it’s quite obvious that insect numbers are 
down; you don’t see many “splats”on your 
windscreens these days. Living near livestock as 
we do, normally the kitchen gets plenty of flies 
at this time of year, but not now. I’ve seen 
twenty species of butterflies here this year so 
far, but in low numbers except for Meadow 
Browns, which as we are all grass, are always 
the commonest of all. 
 

BIRD OF THE MONTH  -  WHITETHROAT 
The Whitethroat is a very common warbler, 
which arrives here from Africa, mid to late April.   
It’s song is not at all musical, being a jumble of 
chattering notes, but once you get to recognise 
it, it always make you think of sunny days and 
country lanes. It prefers low hedges and 
overgrown ditch banks, etc., nesting very low 



down, and hidden in brambles and grass, quite 
difficult to find. The four or five eggs are pale 
greenish with grey spots. By the time the young 
are fledged. the adults become fairly quiet, 
rarely having a second brood, and they are all 
gone by September. 
 

 
 

A Date for your Diary 
Sacombe is hosting a talk on “Enjoying Churches 
in Hertfordshire and Beyond”, on Friday 11th 
October at 7.30pm, in St Catherine’s 
Church.   The speaker will be Roy Tricker, well 
known to some locally, a Licensed Reader in the 
Anglican Church, and a Lay Canon of St. 
Edmundsbury Cathedral.   
A former teacher and Field Officer for the 
Churches Conservation Trust, he has written 
over 200 church guide books, and was recently 
awarded the British Empire Medal for Services to 
Heritage in Suffolk. 
 

Little Munden Cafe 
The Café will reopen on Wednesday  

4th September 
3.00-4.30pm in Little Munden Church.  

All are very welcome, to enjoy fresh coffee, tea, 
home-made cakes and squash. 

The Café is free, but donations are welcome. 
We serve fairly traded products wherever possible. 

 

VILLAGE LUNCH 
for Dane End and around 

hosted by Little Munden Church 
Thursday 19th September 

12 noon 
Memorial Hall 

Delicious main course, pudding and coffee. 
Great fun and friendship.  

Suggested donation from £5. 
Lifts can be arranged. 

Call Deborah on 01920 438436 
or email deborahovens27@gmail.com 

ROLL UP! ROLL UP! 

Delicious Cooked Breakfast 

Dane End Village Hall 

Sunday 8th September 

9:30 - 11:30 

Takeaway bacon rolls and Sausage rolls available 

Held by the local teenagers who are fundraising to 

got to Mexico in 2020 to build a house  

for a family in poverty. 

We appreciate your support ! 
 

Little Munden Parish Council 

We are delighted to report that the new Chairperson, 

Tracey Harding, and the new and remaining 

members, are settling into their new roles within the 

Parish Council. We have now had two meetings,  

and from these, exciting projects have been agreed.  

Here is a snapshot of some of the plans we have in 

store. Improvements in road safety and signage, 

Spring bulb planting, and various improvements to 

Horses Meadow including the allotments. Also as a 

way of bringing the community together, there is to 

be a free of charge, open-air cinema planned for 

September - date and details to follow. With so much 

planned we have agreed to meet monthly. If you look 

at mundens.net you'll find updates on the progress on 

the projects. We are also hoping to launch our 

Facebook page in the near future. We are currently 

looking for volunteers to help with the operation of 

the speed gun to gather information for our traffic 

calming project. Full training will be given. If you 

can spare a few hours to help your community please 

get in touch. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 

19th September at 8 pm in 

Little Munden Memorial Hall 
 

All parishioners are welcome to attend 

If you are unable to attend the meeting and would 

like the Parish Council to consider any concerns or 

comments you may have, please contact the Clerk 

who will be happy to put these forward at the 

meeting. 

Geraldine Ward (Clerk)   

Email: g.osullivan789@gmail.com 

Tel: 01920 438145 
 

LITTLE MUNDEN MEMORIAL HALL 
Children’s parties : £10 per hour    
(up to 6.30pm) 
Other functions :  £15 per hour 
For further information: David Hart 438976 
email: dane-endhallbookings@outlook.com  
To find out more about the hall, it’s current activities  
and how to hire it, please visit the website: 
www.littlemundenmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

mailto:deborahovens27@gmail.com
http://mundens.net/
mailto:g.osullivan789@gmail.com
http://www.littlemundenmemorialhall.co.uk/


THE BOOT 
Bingo 
There will be no Bingo in August, but will resume 
again on Monday 9th September 
 

Boot Coffee Mornings 
Our next coffee mornings will be Friday 2nd August 
and Friday 6th September 10.30am - 12.30pm. Come 
along and enjoy a selection of homemade cakes with 
your tea/coffee, and some great company.  
 

Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th August 
Mini beer festival – come along and sample some 
ales from local breweries. Saturday opening 12 noon 
till 11pm, and Sunday 2pm (closed 12-2pm because 
of the Cricket) to 11pm.  
 

Sunday 25th August – Annual Charity Cricket Match 
between The Boot and Little Munden Cricket Club. 
Play commences at 11am at the cricket field, Green 
End. Come along and give your support. After the 
cricket it’s back to The Boot for a BBQ, and duo 
‘Crush’ will be playing from 4.30pm hopefully 
outside if the weather is good.  
 

Curry Night 
The next curry night will be Thursday 5th September. 
Food can be either eaten in or takeaway and will be 
served from 6pm to 9pm. Orders can be rung 
through from 5pm on 01920 438770. Each month’s 
curries will be advertised in advance in the pub, and 
on ‘Spotted in Dane End’.  
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES 
Friday 4th October will be a Macmillan ‘World’s 
biggest Coffee Morning’ from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
Please come along and bring cakes or any other 
items we can raffle and auction to make money for 
this amazing charity.  

Sunday Lunches 
Served every Sunday 1 – 4pm, booking essential as 
limited availability. 
 

Fish & Chips 
Don’t forget Fish & Chips Friday – eat in or takeaway 
6 – 9pm. 
Food is served Friday 6-9pm, Saturday 1-4pm and 
Sunday 1-4pm. 
 

If you are interested in holding a party or any event 
in the pub please either call 01920 438770 or pop in 
during opening times. 
Mick & Sandra 
 

Benington and Walkern Garden Club 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 21st August 
7.30 in Benington Village Hall at 7.30pm when Mr 
G. Lockwood will talk on Fragrant Flowers.  
The September meeting will be the Annual Show in 
Benington Village Hall on Saturday 7th September.   
Why not enter.   Classes for flowers, pot plants, 
cookery, fruit, vegetables, photography and craft.   If 
not entering come along between 2pm – 4pm to see 
what others can do. 
Schedules from Pauline Davey.  Tel.   01438 869869 
 

Will 

When the wind burrows, 

And cats turn to hide, 

Venture into an alleyway, 

Equip a beauty inside. 
 

Where all the wings flutter, 

And water flows with strides, 

Lives an old crooked man, 

Looking toothless and reckless, his gaze going wide. 
 

Where the dust is stagnant, 

And where this man is placed, 

Notice him on a bicycle, 

Tensed up by heavy brace. 
 

Why that basket sits on it, 

I shall never know, 

Lavenders- hundreds- grouped in parsnips, 

Lively buds will blow. 
 

Whilst the sun is setting, 

And so, he now begins, 

Yachts float against the setting sun, 

Shorelines blowing in.                                   ***AH*** 
 

THE MUNDENS WEBSITES  
www.mundens.net 
webmaster@mundens.net  
www.themundenssource.myfreeforum.org 
www.hertsmemories.org.uk 
Walking in Herts www.walkinginherts.co.uk 
www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
littlemundenmemorialhall.co.uk 

http://www.mundens.net/
mailto:webmaster@munden.net
http://www.themundenssource.myfreeforum.org/
http://www.hertsmemories.org.uk/
http://www.walkinginherts.co.uk/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults
http://littlemundenmemorialhall.co.uk/


200 years of Little Munden 
 

This year our school celebrated its 200th year 

birthday! To celebrate this special occasion we 

have had lots of events and celebrations. The 

school was founded in 1819 the school was 

founded by the vicar JP Reynolds which is when it 

started in the church. The oldest part of our 

school building was built in 1826. 
 

On May the 18th the school held a quiz night for 

the adults. It was about the last 200 years, the 

adults could be in teams and had to answer lots of 

questions on different subjects. 
 

In Oak and Hazel class we created projects on 

the last 200 years. There was a variety of 

projects, from podcasts to folders and posters. 

Some people chose to research things that have 

evolved in the last 200 years such as: Coca Cola, 

medicine and women’s rights. If your projects 

were really good you were allowed to put them in 

our museum at the fete, which was in Oak class, 

the oldest part of the school. 

The main event of this term was that we had a 

summer fete and at the fete we opened a museum 

with lots of old school records. There were lots 

of different stalls such as tombola, a slime shop, 

chickens, adopting teddies and much more. At the 

fete they made £5,000 pounds, which included a 

very generous donation of £2,000 from a family 

who live in Green End. 
 

To celebrate 200 years of our school Mr Hicks, a 

local amateur historian, wrote a book called the 

Life and Times of Little Munden. He used the log 

books going back into the nineteenth century to 

find out about what life has been like in Little 

Munden over the last two hundred years. 
 

Finally, Bishop Alan of St Albans visited our 

school to do a special assembly and to pray a 

special prayer. During the assembly, children 

retold the story of our school and talked about 

other events that happened in 1819. Bishop Alan 

stayed to watch us do our Munden Mile race.  
 

Written by Alfie, Katie, 

Rihanna, Sienna, Tia and 

Sam from Oak Class. 

 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Owe tax:  A person calls you from a 'spoofed' 

number - the number displayed is a legitimate HMRC 

phone number. The call often starts with a recorded 

message saying that a warrant has been issued for 

your arrest if you do not pay outstanding tax. An 

option to speak to someone is given.  They will ask 

you to visit a local shop or Post Office to buy 

vouchers for iTunes or Google Play or similar. The 

person then asks for the code on the voucher and tells 

you that you have now paid the tax and the warrant 

will be cancelled.  This is a scam.  HMRC would 

never call you if you owe tax and You would never 

ask you to buy gift vouchers from a shop. 

BT telephone line problems: Many people have 

received calls from people claiming to be “BT” 

saying that there is a fault on their telephone line or a 

problem with their internet. This is the start of a 

scam. BT would not phone you about your line, they 

would wait for you to report any issues to them.  

Please do not give ANY personal details to these 

callers and simply terminate the call. If they call 

back, just end the call again. 

Police fraud investigation: You are called by 

someone claiming to be a police officer who is 

investigating a fraud involving your account. They 

either ask you to move your money from your bank 

account or they ask you to assist an investigation by 

purchasing an expensive item. This is a scam. A 

police officer would never tell you to move or spend 

your money. If you think there is a problem with 

your bank account, it is best to visit your bank or call 

them on their published number. 

These scam calls can be reported directly to Action 

Fraud - www.actionfraud.police.uk or 03001232040 - 

please note any phone numbers the scammers ask 

you to call, as this may assist an investigation. 

If you do become a victim and a caller arranges to 

attend your address to collect vouchers or cash, 

please call police on 101,or 999 if the crime is in  

progress 
 

LOST AND FOUND 

The police service has traditionally accepted the 

responsibility of recording all lost and found 

property, despite there being no statutory duty to do 

this.   In February, police forces nationally stopped 

receiving reports of lost property and now accept 

only certain types of found item.  Hertfordshire has 

come in line with these policies. 

The below link to our website provides detailed 

advice about what to do if you have lost or found 

property.  The text below provides a summary of the 

new procedure. 
https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-
services/Advice/Lost-or-found-property/Lost-or-found-
property 

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/Advice/Lost-or-found-property/Lost-or-found-property
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