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Sunday 6th December
*8.00am
Holy Communion
10.45am
United Morning Worship

Standon
Little Munden

Tuesday 8th December
*9.30am
Holy Communion

Sacombe

Sunday 13th December
9.15am
All Age Worship
10.45am
Holy Communion

Little Munden
Standon

Tuesday 15th December
*9.30am
Holy Communion

Sacombe

Sunday 20th December
10.45am
Messy Church Nativity
3.00pm
Service of Nine Lessons & Carols
6.30pm
Carol Service

Standon
Standon
Little Munden

Tuesday 22nd December
*9.30am
Holy Communion

Sacombe

Thursday Christmas Eve
3.00pm
Christingle
4.30pm
Christingle
7.30pm
Candlelit Carol Service
11.30pm
Midnight Communion

Little Munden
Standon
Sacombe
Standon

Friday Christmas Day
9.15am
Family Service
10.45am
Family Service

Little Munden
Standon

Sunday 27th December
10.45am
United Holy Communion

(There will be no service at Sacombe on Tuesday

29th

Sacombe

December)

Sunday 3rd January
*8.00am
Holy Communion
10.45am
United Morning Worship

Standon
Little Munden

Tuesday 5th January
*9.30am
Holy Communion
*
service from Book of Common Prayer

Sacombe

Prayers will be said on Thursday mornings at 9.15am in the upper room at All Saints’, Little Munden.
Rector:
Churchwardens:
Little Munden
Sacombe

Revd Alan Comfort, The Vicarage, Standon
Colin Jenkinson
Peter Hudson

438379
438379

01920 318864
Jeremy White
Derek Wheeler

438575
43887

Website: www.ubsms.org.uk
www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3

Twitter: @unitedbenefice3

Bible Readings for December
6th December
Second Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3: 1-4, Luke 3: 1-6
13th December
Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3: 14-end, Luke 3: 7-18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
(See Orders of Service)
20th December
th
24 December
Christmas Eve
(Midnight service) Isaiah 52: 7-10, John 1: 1-14
25th December
Christmas Day
(See Orders of Service)
th
27 December
First Sunday of Christmas 1 Samuel 2: 18-20 & 26, Luke 2: 41-end
rd
3 January
Second Sunday of Christmas
Ephesians 1: 3-14, John 1: 10-18
Letter from the Rector
The ‘unexpecteds’ in life can be hilarious sometimes. I
remember my 18th birthday and receiving a whole tool
kit wrapped individually by my lovely family. Hilarious
because I hate DIY. Or Jill’s face when I gave her a
Dyson hoover one Christmas, having been married for
just a few years. The horror written on her face haunts
me to this day. Yet, such ‘unexpected’ moments are not
of the same order as the news from Paris a few
Saturdays ago: 129 people horrifically killed through an
evil terrorist attack, with many others critically injured.
The threat of terrorism is currently rampaging
throughout the world, causing havoc and destruction
wherever it aims. I’m sure we’ve all said prayers for
those grieving in the face of these tragedies. Then, just
a couple of hours later, a friend phoned from
Walthamstow, where we led a church until last year.
Aly, the new Vicar’s wife, aged just 37, and the mother
of two little boys aged three and five, had suddenly and
unbelievably died of a massive heart attack at 8.45am
that morning. Despite my strong faith and very real
belief that Jesus has prepared a place for those who
love Him beyond this life, (John Chapter 14) I am still in
shock at the loss for Kieran and his boys. The
‘unexpected’ can sometimes be quite devastating!
Yet the Christmas story speaks of an ‘unexpected’ that
brings hope for those who are willing to receive it.
Remember those familiar words in Luke Chapter 2 when
an angel appears to the shepherds out in the fields: “Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David
a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” As the
angel left them, the shepherds, still in shock, must have
wondered what they should do. Would they grasp the
moment, or simply carry on with life as it always had
been, back to the sheep? We read, “They left for
Bethlehem immediately, to see this thing that had
happened.” As we read this piece, as we get ready for
Christmas, what will we do? If Jesus can fill us with a
deep peace that nothing else can bring, or give us a
hope that nothing else can offer, or cause a real change
in us that nothing else can achieve, or grow in us a love
for others that nothing else can, what will we do? Will
we leave immediately, to see this thing that has
happened? Come to church and find the ‘unexpected’.
His name is Jesus.
Alan Comfort

“The VYC”
Don’t forget The Village Youth Club, which meets every
Sunday in term time from 4.30 to 6.30pm in Standon &
Puckeridge Community Centre, when young people,
from Year 6 upwards, can meet together to play games
such as table tennis, table football, console games etc.
and, if they wish, to explore big questions about God,
life, the universe and everything, in a relaxed
environment. Entry is free; refreshments are available
for a small charge. Local parents taking their children
offer lifts from the top of Gladstone Road at about
4.20pm. Contact Gaby Jenkinson for more information
on 07821 546518.
Messy Church with Sports
Also with children in mind, but closer to home, we have
“Messy Church with Sports” from 10 to 11am on
Saturday mornings in term time, meeting now in Dane
End Village Hall. We start with hot chocolate and
biscuits, followed by crafts, football or rugby. Mums and
Dads join in the fun and, yes, we do have great fun. The
age range is very broad with the oldest boys being 14!

Christmas Crafts at Christmas Tree Farm
On the weekend of the 5th & 6th of December
there will be craft stalls in the barn at
Christmas Tree Farm.
Come and get that festive feeling, browse Crafts
and Christmas decorations made by local artists
and choose the perfect tree to take home.
Letter from Friends of Little Munden School (FOLM)
Hello! We hope you know of us already, maybe you attended
the school, or know someone who did; maybe you have heard
of our work in the community? Whatever the association, we
thought we’d give you an update as to what is currently
happening in our small, but perfectly formed establishment.
As a relatively new parent to Little Munden School, I have
recently found myself strangely protective of our institution,
not only of the school’s reputation, but also of what occurs
within. Looking beyond the obvious great education I look
forward to my child receiving, and concentrating on ways that
I, and others, can help to better what is already quite the
amazing foundation.
In order to do this I took a leap of faith and joined Friends of Little
Munden (a.k.a. FoLM). This group was created by the school with
a view to build a network of people who could assist with
generating new ideas to raise funds, to better the facilities in the
areas that government budgets do not stretch to.

To give you a quick insight into Little Munden School;
currently we have seventy-three children in attendance. A
devoted, brilliant team of governors, teachers and teaching
assistants, with an emphasis on learning without limits, so that
our pupils receive incredible personalised learning
opportunities, where in bigger schools, they perhaps would
not. In January 2015, we were privileged to welcome our
headteacher, Mrs Marina Breeze, to our school family. Marina
has been a hugely welcome addition to the teaching body,
with her jubilant disposition, her obvious commitment to the
school and the fantastic wealth of knowledge that she brings.
Having been the Hertfordshire County Advisor for leadership
in schools for 5 years, leading the Stevenage Educational
Trust for 2 years, and being a head teacher herself at
surrounding schools, we feel our school can only go from
strength to strength with her guidance.
Like any school, it is our intention to grow numbers and build
in areas that we can improve on. In order to do this, on top of
what the board of governors and school teaching staff are
already in the process of doing, FoLM assists by raising
money to contribute in helping this development. To give you
an example of past achievements; we have provided a
refurbishment of the library with refresher books, new story
sacks for the early years and an outside classroom. We also
give money towards each class for resources over and above
the curriculum, such as class trips and travel. Moving forward,
there is so much that we would like to provide the school
with, to ensure our pupils a bigger brighter future.
We would like to ask you, the local community, for your
ongoing support for our fund raising activities. We run many
events over the year, often advertised around the village, and
moving forward we hope to feature more in this parish
newsletter. Please do come and say hello. We really would
love to see you, even if you only stay for a cup of tea and
watch the fun evolve around you. Bring a friend; bring your
family- the more the merrier. All the money raised gets put
back into the school.
Our next event is:
Little Munden’s Winter Wonderland
Saturday 5th December
1pm - 4pm
We really do have some fantastic stalls for all ages. Games,
food, snowmen and, of course, the main man himself! We
would whole-heartedly appreciate any additional support from
the community and further afield, and hope you and your
friends and families will join with us to celebrate our fantastic
local school.
Meanwhile, please keep up to date with other forthcoming
fundraising events and activities by visiting the FoLM page on
the Little Munden school website:
www.littlemunden.herts.sch.uk/parent-carers/friends
Thank you for your continued support!

SLADE GROUP UPDATE:
Latest News on the Agricultural Lagoon
proposal by Indegro Ltd at Dane End
Since Community Group SLADE delivered their formal
objection to East Herts District Council Planning Department
in October, we have been informed that the proposal is now
possibly to be reported to the next Development Management
Committee Meeting, currently scheduled for Wednesday 6th
January 2016. This has carried over from the 9th December
meeting in order for Indegro Ltd. to submit further
information, which at the time of going to press, is due by 30th
November. However, please do be aware that the proposed
date of 6th Jan may yet be changed again depending on various

factors, such as EHDC not having enough time to prepare a
full report and we shall of course keep you all informed. In
the meantime, the information submitted by Indegro Ltd. will
be scanned and placed on East Herts District Council’s online
planning portal for public viewing and further comment.
SLADE would like to acknowledge, with sincere and grateful
thanks, every household and individual who has either
contributed financially, or given of their time/expertise, (and
in many cases, both), or taken the time to object to the
proposal, to ensure the fight against this potential blight on
our beautiful countryside continues! Should this proposal be
given the go-ahead by EHDC, the impact on our roads,
countryside, dark skies, amenity, and safety will be severe,
and we are proud of the way our community has pulled
together over the last six months to ensure the council and
Indegro Ltd are fully aware of our community’s grave
concerns.
Many of you have generously funded a substantial war chest,
which to date has funded consultancy fees for independent
consultants to report on the proposal (all reports were
submitted as part of the full and detailed response to EHDC in
October), Campaigning and Communications, Stationary and
Postage. Please see the latest financial statement below:
Income by donation
£24,475
Expenditure
1) Consultant Fees £10,800
2) Campaigning & Communications £740
3) Stationary & Postage £660
In terms of further expenditure or indeed fund-raising, this is
currently impossible to forecast as it is very much dependent
upon the return information provided by Indegro Ltd. and
also the planning process such as appeals, monitoring costs
and any further engagement of independent consultants –
however we shall keep you all updated.
Once again, a huge thank you to the
entire community for all your
efforts! For further information,
please email:
stoplagoonatdaneend@outlook.com
Liz Gregg-Smith:
lizgreggsmith@btinternet.com
SLADE Contact: Carolyn Marlow,
Chair, SLADE GROUP:
Tel: 01920 438303
LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL
A Parish Council Meeting was held on
November 19th and a summary of this
will be available in the January
Newsletter.
The next meeting will be held on 21st January.
In the meantime if you wish to contact us
please email or phone the Clerk:
Geraldine Ward - Tel: 01920 438145
Email: g.osullivan789@gmail.com
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all Parishioners!
THE MUNDENS WEBSITES
www.mundens.net
webmaster@mundens.net.
www.themundenssource.myfreeforum.org
www.hertsmemories.org.uk
Walking in Herts www.walkinginherts.co.uk
www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults

LITTLE MUNDEN MEMORIAL HALL
Children’s parties : £10 per hour
(up to 6.30pm)
Other functions : £15 per hour
For further information: Jo Wheeler 438875
email: dane-endhallbookings@outlook.com
HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY
Hertfordshire Constabulary strives to provide an exceptional
policing service to its communities, with a beat spread over
632 square miles and encompassing more than a million
people. It’s a challenging task, but our police officers receive
invaluable support from Hertfordshire’s volunteer team of
Special Constables.
Our Special Constables are there to help uphold the law, with
all the same duties and powers as regular police officers. On
any given day, Special Constables are out on patrol in the
community, attending crime scenes, monitoring traffic and
making arrests. Most importantly, Special Constables act as a
safe, reassuring presence for the people of Hertfordshire.
We encourage diversity amongst our Special Constables –
they possess a wide variety of skills and come from a range of
backgrounds. You might already have a job. You might be
retired. You might be a school leaver or a career-changer who
wants to see what life is like in the police force. Whatever
your experience level, there’s space for you to make a
difference in your community as a Special Constable.
Many of our Special Constables have full-time jobs and
families and volunteer with us in their spare time. It’s a
flexible role and our volunteer police officers only need to
give a minimum of 16 hours per month, although many find
the role so rewarding they give much more time.
If you want to give back to your local community, you’re 18
or over, in good health and can commit to initial training, then
volunteer as a Special Constable with Hertfordshire
Constabulary and become part of the team.
Find out more today at
http://www.hertspolicecareers.co.uk/special-constables/

DANE END MEMORIAL HALL
The AGM for the Memorial Hall will be held in
February 2016, date to be confirmed. The Hall is
always looking for new users so if you or you know
anyone who would like to hold a class or club
please contact us.
Geraldine Ward - Secretary
g.osullivan789@gmail.com
Dog Fouling
DO NOT
POO
Dog Fouling continues to be a problem.
Please pick up your dog mess,
particularly on the Baulk up to the
School. Please be reminded that
THIS IS AN OFFENCE.
If caught you will be issued with a
Fixed Penalty Notice of up to £100 or prosecuted.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
We have recently received numerous reports from around the
county concerning the theft of wing mirrors, particularly from
newer style Minis.
We suspect that the stolen mirrors are being sold on as
replacements or used to repair crash damaged vehicles.
We want to catch those involved, and are urging anyone with
information – including anyone offered second-hand wing

mirrors – to contact police on 101, or Crimestoppers,
anonymously, on 0800 555 111
We would also urge anyone who sees any suspicious activity
around Minis and all other vehicles to please contact police
straight away. Please watch out for your neighbours’
vehicles. We would recommend, where possible, to keep your
vehicle in a garage overnight.
For vehicle crime prevention advice, please visit our website:
www.herts.police.uk/crimeprevention
A Christmas Carol
With Wren Productions, members of the
Much Hadham Drama Group
And other players including
Children from St Andrew’s School
Dramatised as a Musical play by
Wren Director, Jenny King
From the Dickens Text.
At St Andrew’s Church, Much Hadham
on
December 3rd, 4th & 5th
At 7.30 pm
Tickets, price £10 include a glass of Mulled Wine
and a mince pie
Obtainable from Sue Clarke
nclarke167@aol.com or tel. 01279 842822
BADMINTON - Juniors
Ali Bennett and Charlie Windebank competed in the Herts
Schools Badminton Association U11 boys doubles a few
weeks ago and played very well. They were eventually beaten
in their semi-final by the pair that won the competition. The
following Sunday, Charlie played in the singles competition
and again lost in his semi-final. Both
competitions were played in a very
sporting atmosphere. Very well done
boys, I'm very proud of you both.
I have started a new session for
beginners on a Saturday morning before the 'Messy Church' move in.
Please let me know if you would like to
learn how to play the fastest and most popular racket sport in
the World! (438561 or fullmasher@freeuk.com).
We will finish for 2015 on Saturday 12th December and
recommence on Friday 15th January.
Seniors
We need more players! A few ladies are learning the game
and I am hoping they will move into this group in the not too
distant future. Meantime, numbers are at a critically low level;
I had to play recently! Please contact me (438561 or
fullmasher@freeuk.com) if you would like to join us or turn
up at the Memorial Hall. We play on Wednesdays at 8.30pm.
Our last Wednesday this year will be 9th December and we
will resume on 13th January.
May I take this opportunity to wish all the players, their
friends and families and very merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. Brian Jackson.

Hertford and Villages Children’s Centre Group
For expectant parents and new parents we have an Antenatal
Breastfeeding Workshop on 15th December. It is run by
ourselves and a Breastfeeding Network Trainer to provide you
with information to make a well informed decision about feeding
your baby. Please call the number below to book a place.
Our Toy Library is open on Wednesdays 11.00 until 12.30 at
Beane Valley Children’s Centre. There is a one off payment
of just £3 for joining and the toys are available to borrow from

20p to 80p per item. We have a wide range of games, puzzles,
construction toys and role play toys as well as many others.
Please check with the Children’s Centre as to what days the
toy library is open during school holidays.
We run a Stay and Play session in Dane End on Monday
morning and a Music and Physical Fun session Benington
on Tuesday morning.
Further Stay and Play sessions run at Pinehurst Community Centre
on Monday afternoons during term time, Hornsmill Community
Centre on Tuesday mornings, and Hertford Selections on Wednesday
afternoons.
We will not be running sessions during the Christmas holidays, our
last day for sessions will be Friday 18th December and sessions will
start back on Tuesday 5th January.
Our timetable for 2016 will be very similar to the current one with
just small changes on timings. If you need to check anything please
call the number below or visit our website.
Current information is on our website: www.beanevalley.org.uk
Our telephone number is 01920 831053 or email:
info@beanevalley.org.uk

News from the Gardens of Easton Lodge
We currently have two volunteer days each week; the main
one on Thursday and also on Saturdays (alternate until April).
These gardening sessions will continue over the closed season
and we always welcome new recruits – usually with a hot
drink and piece of homemade cake!
We always need more volunteers for gardening and to help on
open days next year, so if that sounds like your kind of thing
please email for more information via
enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk or call 01371 876979 and leave
a message – we will get back to you.

Tickets: £15, to include wine and nibbles

KATS Presents - Darkness Falls
Two chillers for the price of one!
The Dark by Jonathan Holloway
The Monkey’s Paw by Jonathan Holloway and W. W. Jacobs
Knebworth Village Hall, Park Lane, Knebworth SG3 6PD
7.30 for 8pm, Friday and Saturday 4th and 5th December
Box Office: Jo Simson 01438 814166/07952 199183
jo.simson@ntlworld.com
or Village News, Station Road, Knebworth

ISABEL HOSPICE
DECEMBER
Saturday 5th 4pm-5pm
Hertford Lights of Love, Hertford Castle
Sunday 6th December - SANTA RUN
North Side, Stanborough Lakes, Welwyn Garden City
Details: http://santa.hatfieldrotary.org.uk
Tuesday 15th - Carol Singers at the Waterside Inn,
Bridgefoot House, Ware
Thursday 17th - Carols in the Chapel
Haileybury School, Hertford Heath
There are will be festive refreshments
Tickets £15 at: www.isabelhospice.org.uk

Join The Brocket Consort at
Christmas for Carols by Candlelight
St Nicholas Church, Great Munden
Saturday 19th December at 7.30pm
We really hope you will be able to join us for the Brocket Consort
Carols. This year, we return to the wonderful setting of St Nicholas
Church – lovingly restored by the Guard Family, the perfect venue
for an evening of carols, readings, mulled wine and mince pies, all lit
entirely by candlelight. For many, this event marks the beginning of
Christmas. The 10 singers will be directed by Nick Robinson with
violin and cello accompaniment from Beverley Lunt and Herre Jan
Stegenga. Getting to the church is simple ‐ Great Munden is an easy
drive, just off the A10 between Ware and Royston. The concert will
be in aid of Elizabeth's Legacy of Hope which provides life‐changing
support for children who have lost their limbs through war,
accidents and lack of access to medical care.
Tickets by post: Send a Stamped Addressed Envelope and cheque
(£17 per ticket) made payable to The Brocket Consort at Cutting Hill
Farm, Benington SG2 7DJ or
www.BrocketConsort.bpt.me

2015 Poppy Appeal.
A very big thank you to every one that donated to the poppy
appeal. Although our delivery arrived a little late, we still
collected just over £800. The area (Ware) total is still to be
confirmed. Thanks also to the team of collectors - my unsung
heroes - I believe this has been our biggest collection since
I've been coordinating the local group. Martin Scales

AND FINALLY A WORD FROM THE EDITOR!

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author
and do not necessarily represent those of the Editor.
Please take your news to Barbara Springate at:
Horseshoe Villa, Munden Road or
email jackiemorris@tesco.net

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Carols by Jazz
with John Petters
Saturday, 5th December at 7:30pm
in All Saints' Church, Little Munden.

January Deadline
January 8th

This Newsletter is printed by Hertfordshire Display plc using Digital Technology
Telephone : 01920 461191 * Fax : 01920 463212 * Email : sales@hdprint.co.uk * Web Site www.hdprint.co.uk

Refurbished Library
Christmas Photo Booth!
Christmas Appeal
This year the Christmas collections at our churches are for the Emmaus charity which aims to
help people out of homelessness by giving them somewhere to live and meaningful work as
long as they need it. Emmaus has branches over the UK and the nearest one is at
St Albans. Your support for this work would be most gratefully received.

Little Munden Church of England (VC) Primary School
The perfect start to your child’s education!
Little Munden Nursery and Primary School in Dane End provides children with a
welcoming, stimulating and supportive learning environment in an idyllic countryside
setting. Caring teachers work with each child, tailoring work to their individual ability
within an exciting Creative Curriculum.

Apply for your September 2016 Reception place now!
If you have a child who was born between 1st September 2011 and 31st August 2012 you need to apply for a
Reception place in a primary, infant or first school now. Applications for admissions opened on
Monday 9th November 2015 and the deadline for applications is Friday 15th January 2016.
At Little Munden School we welcome children from Dane End and all surrounding hamlets, villages and towns.
Why not arrange to visit our school, meet our
Headteacher, Mrs Breeze, and find out what Little
Munden School can offer your Reception aged child?

“This is a good school… Achievement is good.”

To find out more about our school please visit our
website or, to arrange a school visit,
please telephone us on 01920 438271.

“Teachers are highly dedicated to their pupils; they model enthusiasm for learning and share a strong rapport with them.”

We look forward to hearing from you

Ofsted - February 2014

www.littlemunden.herts.sch.uk

